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’ S-pokane finally learns
to love the bicycle
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wheels up
T've recently €Ome Lo Posses:
‘sion of a battered but clegant
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' the Roeket Market on the South

Hill, the nonprofit Pedals!
refurbishes old bikes and guides
newbies in the ayt of building

a beater from the wheels up.
“The group, which uawmung
approval for 501(¢)3 status, was
born of a desire to gct moye

Blke writer and activist John

Speare tn the PedalsZPeople garage
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A small group of stakchold-
crsbcganmccungmjnnuary
2007 to decide Pedals2People’s
structure. “Did we want 0 do
advocacy? Did we want to do
education? Did we want to doa

groupwondcmg.“cheadcd
we don't want o compete with
the bike shops that arc i town-
We don't want to sell new bikes
and niew parts. We want to be

a sustainable business and sell

used or recycled parts. There’s:
somuchhfclcftmabxkc.‘
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Kelly Hammer, 20, is milking
extra life out of an ivory-colored

creasin,

1960s Olympic road bike. He
cxplams:ha:.dxcwwkbcfore.
drunk driver destroyed his old
bike when he plowed into it on
the front rack of an STA bus.
‘l:’sbecnhllmgme, hie says,
lics lube
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the bus. And way faster”
Hamaﬁrszhendahout
from partici

in the streets during Friday rush-
hour traflic to assert their rights
lov.b:road ‘He showed up at the

raffic and rising gasoline prices,

ver. For detall

g0 to www.vespausa
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fairs. “We really liked getting
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the wonight is Jeff Everett,
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and another guy said, ‘Well, it

“has named itself)” Everett re-

continuied o next page
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million of federal money at

four communities to fund non-
motorized transportation, then
analyzed their results. Spokane
was the control group against
which success in these other four
communitics was measured. In
the next year, the Rails o Trails
Conservancy (which engincered
the study) plans to ask Congress
1o double its budget for non-
miotorized transportation, from
$1 billion to $2 bilion. With that

money, they plan to replicate the
oniginal study, this time giving
$50 million to 40 different com-
muntes,

“The [City] Gouncil got
invested in trying to get that
money.” says Rush. “To get that,
you need 10 be as compenitive as
you possibly can. A bike-ped co-
ordinator is one of those things
you need to have.”

and others on the
bicycle board credit Rush and
Verner for changing the political
climate in Ciry Hall and cham-
pioning issues like bicycle trans-
portation. When a recent project
1o install new bike racks around
the Gty got hung up in burcau-

cracy, Speare took it to Rush, he
says, and it's moving again.

Bike planning is underway
elsewhere, o ~ as part of Spo-
kane’s Downtown Plan process,
inside the Spokane Regional
Transportaton Councal and at
the county and state levels.

All the success has the
Bicycle Advisory Board thinking
big at their monthly meeting.
Lutz opens the floor to ideas
for pessible future projects.
Chamberain suggests a map
of bike-friendly cateries, where
racks are plentiful and discounts
or other incentives are available
to those who arrive by bike.
Someone else dreams of a free

with special guests
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bike giveaway at local colleges,
as Ripon College has done m
Wisconsin. Another recom-
mends that Spokane look at do-
ing a “ciclovid" — an idea born
it Bogotd, Colombia, in which
certam downtown streets arc
completely closed to auto wraffic
on certain days (in Bogoud's case,
every Sunday). The ideas keep
conung, as the board members
busily build a bike-topia in their

“We should be writing
this stufl down!" Chamberlain
exclaims,

the next frontier
Those die-hards we met in 2006
are still going strong, David
Blaine is still organizing the oc-
casional unlicensed gonzo ride.
Representatives from Spokane's
bikeracing community say the
scene is better than ever, with
more organized teams, Yacers
and spectators. izers of
rides like the annual Eight Lakes
Leg Aches say participation. is
up. Penny Schwynn of the Fat
Tire Trail Riders Club reports
that they've made great progress
in Jegitimizing the wail system
on Beacon Hill, Spokane’s
mountain bike Mecca,

But the real story in the last
two years has been the quict
but dramatic domestication of
the bicycle in Spokane — its ap-

pearance as part of daily life, its
use by new and everyday riders:
The city sull has far t6 go 0
‘make traveling by bicydle safe,

casy and convenient, But for the .

moment, the interest, the ¢co-
nomics and the political will are
in place to begin that process.
Bill Bender hopes to scize
thit momentum. The 55-ycar-
old neurologist and founder
of “the moming ride” — an
informal group of hardcore
riders that has been meeting at
5:45 each morning for the last
18 years —is the brains behind
Spokefest, a community bike
ride that will make its debut
this weekend, The main event
of the fesaval is a 21 mile ride
on a loop from Riverfront Park,
out on the Centennial Tiail to
Seven Mile Road and back.
Meanwhile, there will be a bike -
swap going at the downtown
park, where kids will ride their
own one-mile course and be
entertained with bubbles, unicy-
clists and music. The first 100
registered children will get com:
plimentary bike flags installed at
the park by Wheelsport mechan-
ics. Adult riders will get @ free
Tshirt at the énd of the course
and will be treated o a pancake
breakfast. .
Last week Bender, a kindly
man with a voice that's a dead
nnger for public radio doctor
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Spom‘s fiist communily bike
even! will take place Sunday. Sept 7,
Beginning a9 ant at the Four Wil
Entettainment, Tood and pit stops will
e provided along the 2B i colse
theongh Riversida State Park and
Back. Biders of all esperience lovels
_welcome. Kids can enjay 2 ahemfe
loop throtigh Sivertront Park The
vt includes’ pancake breaktasl,
five.musicand o bike swap in the
k. Lostis 515 To register, visit
~mwspokefeston.

Bill Bender crz

Hill = thelast

d greatest
I~mlie Spokefest




